(Reprinted from < The Teachers’ Journal ” Volume VI, No. 3,1934.)

FANTE STAR LORE.

EOPLE who live in open spaces with a wide and uninterrupted
P view of the heavens naturally notice, and comment upon,

the stars. Thus we have the contributions to astronomy of
the Chaldeans, the Phoenicians, the Greeks, the Egyptians and the
Arabs. The Greeks, it is true, studied astronomy as an exact
mathematical science, much as they studied other sciences, for
its intellectual value. And under them, because it was freed from
religious and astrological influences, astronomy made the greatest
progress.

Bat pastoral peoples and the nomads of the desert observed
the stars in the night watches ; it was the shepherds who saw the
Star over Bethlehem, and the Arabs who gave us many of our
present names for the stars.

We should not expect, however, that people living in dense
tropical forests would know much about the stars, for they do not
see the clear and wide horizon so necessary for fixing and noting
the changes of position of the heavenly bodies. Their view of the
sky is limited to small irregular patches seen through the dark
canopy of the trees. Moreover, the sky in rain forest regions is so
frequently obscured by clouds that regular observation is much
handicapped.

But along the coastal strip of our country an uninterrupted
view of a large part of the heavens is obtained. Many of the
people who live there are fishermen, and during the night, as they
have been lying off shore in their canoes, waiting for the dawn,
the heavenly bodies have interested them and have led them to
some attempt at classification. Bright stars, or prominent star-
groups have been given names, and it is the purpose of this article
to discover such star-lore as is common among the Fante fisherfolk
of Cape Coast, Elmina and Salipond.

It is remarkable that, apart from the fishermen, other Fante
people, even well educated people, know nothing of, and have little
interest in, the stars. [t is feared that many of the star legends
are being forgotten ; some fishermen to-day, whilst they know
star names, find them quite meaningless. It is hoped that this
article will help teachers to give lessons on and create an interest
in the heavens, and lead them to fry to discover the star legends
which are remembered in their districts.

The Fante, looking at the multitude of the stars above him,
says, " Nworaba 1ekd ™ or “ The stars are fighting,” the idea being
that the heavens are so crowded that each star has to fight for its
place as it appears over the rim of the horizon. It is interesting

to compare this with the Hausa idea, which is equally felicitous,
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Although it is possible to see the Pole Star from Cape Coast,
actually it is very rarely seen, for it is close to the horizon and the
invariably bhazy and moisture-laden atmosphere to the north
obscures it. (The Pole Star is easily observed in Tamale, where
the air is clearer and the elevation of the star greater), The Fante
therefore has no name for this important star. The Pole Star is,
in a way, the star-number-one of all stars, for it is argund it that
all other stars and constellations revolve, With this in mind, the
Rev. G. D. Acquaah has coined a name for it; he calls
it Odomankoma-wora-kor,”” or the *° Everlasting Star.” The
word " Odomankoma ” is applied to the Milky Way, which is
called by the Fante fishermen * Odomankoma Kwan 7 that is
“The Everlasting Path "—an excellent name for it. So that,
although *“ Odomankoma-wora-kor ' is an invented word, it i
made up of words that are common in Fante astronomy.

Now let us study some of the Fante constellations in detail.

FANTE CONSTELLATIONS.

(1) Mpampina. “ Mpampina ” is a large constellation which
rules during March, April and May, and is therefore best observed
during September, October and Nevember. The Head of Mpampina
is in Cassiopela and from there it sweeps in a beautiful curve through
Perseus right up to the Pleiades. Its course, asshown on Figure 1
facing page 2, is f—, y-, 8-, Cassiopeia; -, y -, a—, &, &~, &,
Persi1 ; the Pleiades. Tt illustrates very well how a Fante star
group differs from a classical constellation.

The word “ Mpampina ’ signifies thunder, and when this
constellation rules, tornadoes, with their thunder and hightning,
are of frequent occurrence. The fishermen liken Mpampira to a
long chain, and say that it is chained to the stool of Aberewa-na-mba.

(2) Aberewa-na-mba. As we have seen this constellation
is closely associated with Mpampina. This fact is clearly illustrated
in Figure I, where it can be seen that Aberewa-na-mba and
Mpampina meet in the Pleiades.

Again, the difference between the classical and the Fante
constellations is  seen, for whilst Aberewa-na-mba includes
Aldebaran, it does not include other bright stars in the Buil.
Similarly, Algol, one of the principal stars in Perseus, is ignored
by Mparpina.

Aberewa-na-mba, or the 0ld Woman and her Children, rules
in June and is therefore to be scen in December. The “ Wora-kor ”
of Aberewa-na-mba is Aldebaran, and this, as we know, is & of
the Bull.

(3) Etsi Kwagyan. Etsi Kwagyan is a splendid group
embracing some of the most brilliant stars in the sky. Beginning
with Betelgeuse, Etsi Kwagyan takes in all the stars of Orion,
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not excepting the Belt and the Sword. It then crosses over to
Sirius and Procyon, thus including three of the classical
constellations. (See Figure II facing page 3.)

Orion's Belt is called the Hammock, because, lying as it does
amongst the four bright stars of Orion, it resembles a man being
carried by four hammock-bearers,

The Wora-kor of Etsi Kwagyan is the brightest star in the
sky, Sirius or the Dog Star. Etsi Kwagyan rules in july and can
be best observed about January.

(The Fantes have no word for Hammock and use a corruption
of the Iinglish word, *“ Ahomankaa ).

(4) Fiadoo. Fiadoo is a compact group embracing most of
the stars of Gemini and it rules for a very short time, only three
weeks during the month of August. It can be best seen in February.
The fishermen say there is no Wora-kor for Fiadoo because its
principal stars, Castor and Pollux, are equally bright.

Fiadoo is supposed to resemble a tish named “ fiadoo ™ the
" cross-piece,” represented by y—, v—, 86— Gemini, being
likened to the fins of the fish. (See Figure 111 facing page 5.

{5 Mawore. This is the constellation which rules after Fiadoo,
during the last week in August and the whole of September, and
it is best observed about March. When Mawore rules, fish is
plentiful and crops are being harvested ; it is the fruitful season
on land and sea and the fishermen hold Mawore in great affection
as the bringer of plenty.

Mawore comprises the Sickle of Leo and part of Cancer.
(See Figure IT1.) Between Regulus and the Twins can be discerned
a curious hazy patch, which the telescope resolves into a myriad
stars clustered together. This is the classical Praesaepe, or the
Beehive, and it is part of the constellation Cancer, the Crab. The
Fantes also call this group Koto, the Crab, the hazy patch forming
the body and the stars on either side the crooked legs of the crab.
It makes a very good representation of a crab and it is somewhat
remarkable that the Fante Koto should be identical with Cancer.

The Wora-kor of Mawore is Regulus, which is also the first
star of the Lion.

These, then, ave five Fante Constellations : Mpampina, Aberewa-
na-mba, Etsi Kwagyan, Fiadoo and Mawore, all of great interest.
Further articles on Fante Star Lore will be published in due course.,
It is hoped to deal in them with the remaining constellations which
rule at other times of the year, so making what might be termed a
“ Fante Calendar.” Information, however, is not always easy to
obtain and is sometimes contradictory ; the writer would be glad
to hear of amy further facts relating to the subject. He is already
very much indebted to the Rev. G. D. Acquaah for patient and
willing assistance.






b

Note on the illustrations.—The classical constellations aré
named and joined by black broken lines ; the Fante constellations
are named and joined by red Dbroken lines Important stars are
given their Greek letters. The months given in the corner of each
illustration indicate when it is suitable to observe the constellation
in the night sky. That constellation will be ruling six months
after the time mentioned. (For finding position, the star-charts
previously published may be used.)

J. 3. DUNN,





